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THE VOLTA STORY
Smooth tarmac under the wheels, the warm sun on your back, the camaraderie of fellow
cyclists and the whirring hum of bicycles as we cut through the stillness of the
mesmerising Portuguese scenery.

I discovered the freedom of cycling in Portugal whilst I was living and working there a few
years ago.
Eager to be part of the local cycling scene, I hooked up with TGV, a local cycling club
populated by riders of all ages and abilities, from beginners to seasoned former pros, who
always welcome an enthusiastic new member.
Three times a week we would meet up for social rides and training rides, mountain climbs
and always a coffee, or even lunch, in good company. In this environment of cycling
passion, diversity and shared wisdom, Volta Pro Tours was born.
TGV Cycling Club – Somewhere in
Portugal…….

With the support of my TGV riding partners, Gentil, Carlos and Kelvin, I created an
organisation that shares with others this infectious passion.
Encouraged by our friend Paulo, whose televised non-stop ride down the entire length of
the country on the iconic Nacional 2, captured everybody’s respect, I was inspired to
create our first event - the N2 Challenge!
With the early success of the N2 Challenge, more tours have followed: through the
Mountains of Serra da Estrela to the Women's Grand Tour in the rolling terrain of The
Alentejo.
The tours encompass Portugal's stunning landscapes, beautiful hotels and generous
gastronomy!
Our tours offer each small group the opportunity for guests to ride alongside and learn
from some of the most celebrated Portuguese and British riders. Every group benefits
from the invaluable local knowledge of our local ride leaders and the vehicle assistance of
our support crew.
I continue to promote this Pro Cyclist lifestyle each year with new, innovative experiences
to share with other dedicated riders.
I would be thrilled if you came to share these experiences with us.
Adriano Placidi
Founder of Volta Pro Tours
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Michael Hutchinson
Dr.Hutch Cycling Weekly, BBC Commentator
“A total immersion experience, an absolutely
fantastic place to ride a bike, wonderful”

Monica Dew
UCI Pro Rider

Yanto Barker
Ex Pro Rider, Founder
of Le Col
“It’s epic without
being ridiculously
savage, you couldn’t
ask for more”

Chanel Mason
James (Hank)

UCI Pro Rider

UCI Pro Rider |GCN Presenter

Paulo M Almeida
Portuguese National
Endurance Champion

Michelle
Arthurs-Brennan

Cycling Weekly

Dame Sarah Storey
UCI Pro Rider
Mum to Louisa & Charlie
63 Major International Titles
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MOUNTAIN
TOUR

WOMEN’S
MOUNTAIN TOUR

PORTUGAL’S BEST KEPT SECRET
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FEATURING LEGENDARY CLIMBS | SWEEPING DESCENTS | SMOOTH TRAFFIC FREE ROADS
Let us take you to the very heart of Portugal’s best kept secret.
This trip will reveal Portugal’s unique mountain landscape and culture in the National Park of Serra da
Estrela. On the six stages of this tour you will experience the highest roads in the country, truly spectacular
views and the traditional charm of our selected mountain hotel.
From exhilarating climbs up to an Altitude of 2000m (6500 ft), to delicious picnics by secluded mountain streams - we will be with you every step of the way on each
breath-taking stage. And, when you are not in the saddle, you’ll get to know Portugal’s bountiful gastronomy and superb wines.
Prepare yourself for hours of pleasure on quiet roads, sweeping descents and rolling roads through beautiful wooded valleys.

Porto
SPAIN

TORRES

Lisbon

ALENTEJO

STAGE 1
TORRES
20 miles | 6,000 ft
5,300ft

1,700ft
0m

20m

After
transferring
from
Lisbon Airport to our 4 star
Hotel at 1,600 meters, we
will ride straight out and
introduce you to the
mountains of the National
Park of Serra da Estrela to
experience the view from
the summit at Torres.
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STAGE 2
COL’ de BARCAS
69 miles | 9,517 ft
5,300ft

1,700ft
0m

70m

Today we will explore the
challenging routes that
feature regularly in the
Tour of Portugal.
Some of the greatest races
from the Tour have been
fought on these slopes by
legend of cycling, Joaquim
Agostinho.
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STAGE 3
COL’ de ZEZERE
84 miles | 12,230 ft
5,300ft

1,700ft
0m

85m

A big day riding some of the
best secret climbs in Europe.
From
densely
wooded
ascents to high plateaus, we
will guide you along roads
that will take your breath
away.
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STAGE 4
COL’ de CABECA
TORRES
68 miles | 9,250 ft
5,300ft

1,700ft
0m

70m

These mythical climbs are
entrenched deep into
Portuguese
cycling
culture.
Considered locally to be
one of the most difficult
climbs in Serra da Estrela,
this route will take us
through sleepy mountain
villages, terraced valleys
and thickly wooded sloes.
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STAGE 5
COL’ de COVILHA
80 miles | 10,600 ft
5,300ft

1,700ft
0m

80m

There is no easy way to
the summit of Torres at
6,500 feet.
After riding through the
quiet roads that meander
their way through the
wooded valleys, we will
tackle the steep climb
from Covilha back to the
hotel.
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STAGE 6
TORRES
20 miles | 2,200 ft
5,300ft

1,700ft
0m

20m

We say our farewell to
Serra da Estrela but not
without taking one last
climb up to the summit at
Torres.
Once you have packed
up, we’ll transfer you
back to Lisbon for your
evening flights.
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Price £1200

The Detail
Please Note:

1.You’re Bike-Bag/Box will not be available during the Tour
2.When Booking your Flight please note our Transfer Pick Up
and Drop-Off times
3.We advise landing 1 hour before Pick Up Times

Transfer Dates & Times:
MOUNTAIN TOUR 1 – 6 June
Pick Up
Lisbon Airport 1 June at 13:00

Drop Off
Lisbon Airport 6 June at 16:00

WOMEN’S MOUNTAIN TOUR 15 – 20 September
Pick Up
Lisbon Airport 15 September at 13:00
Drop Off

Includes
4 Star Mountain Hotel – Twin Room Sharing
All Meals *
Support Vehicles | Support Riders | Professional
Guides
Feed Stations | Picnics | Recovery Stations
Airport Transfers | Transfer Time approx. 2.5 hours
Kit Laundry | Secure Bike Storage
Daily Briefings
*not ordered outside of itinerary
Single Supplement - £200
Who Can Enter
The Mountain Tour and Women’s Mountain Tour
are open to all cyclists regardless of riding style.
Each Stage is carefully designed to ensure every
rider feels challenged but not overwhelmed.
Our Tour Leaders and Guides will help you improve
your cycling skills so you return home a better
and more competent cyclist.

Payment

Lisbon Airport 20 September at 16:00
Your place will be reserved upon completion of the
entry form. We will then forward your account
invoice to be paid within 14 days by bank transfer.
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WOMEN’S
GRAND TOUR

ALENTEJO
GRAND TOUR

ALENTEJO | PORTUGAL’S HIDDEN GEM
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FEATURING –
STUNNING LANDSCAPES | SWEEPING ROADS | DELICIOUS GASTRONOMY
We’ve combined the best cycling and the most delicious gastronomy with an incredible Five Star
Luxury Hotel.

Experience stunning landscapes, ancient olive groves, unforgettable vineyards and mile after
mile of tranquil, rolling roads.
Immerse yourself in twenty centuries of history, UNESCO World Heritage Towns, enchanting
villages and a rich culture from the Golden Age.

Wake up to a perfect day in a beautiful hotel, ride like you’ve never ridden before, push yourself
to new levels, stimulate your mind and senses.
These are the experiences Volta deliver with impeccable style.

SPAIN

Alentejo
Marmoris

Lisbon

ALENTEJO

14

STAGE 1
ESTREMOZ
30 miles | 1,800 feet
1,500ft

1,000ft

0m

15m

30m

ESTREMOZ
After
transferring
from
Lisbon Airport to the palatial
Alentejo Marmoris Hotel, we
will ride straight into the
Alentejo landscape and on to
the historic
town of
Estremoz.
You’ll find the roads to be
peaceful and smooth and
from the top of the town, we
can admire the stunning
landscape.
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STAGE 2
CASTELO de MONSARAZ
63 miles | 4,225 feet
1,500ft

1,000ft

0m

30m

63m

CASTELO de MONSARAZ
No ride is without its
challenges and today’s Stage
with its short climb to the
lovingly restored Castelo de
Monsaraz, is worth every
pedal stroke.
Our route back takes us
through the sleepy villages
of the Alentejo and our
second night in Vila Viçosa.
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STAGE 3
ELVAS
55 miles | 3,344 feet
1,500ft

1,000ft

0m

27m

55m

ELVAS
Today’s Stage passes through
the ancient UNESCO town of
Elvas.
Granted World Heritage Site
status in 2012, Elvas is among
the finest examples of the ‘Star
Fort’.
The city has been at the centre
of conflicts with the Moors,
the Napoleonic Peninsula War
and has withstood many a
Spanish siege
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STAGE 4
EVORA
80 miles | 3,500 feet
1,500ft

1,000ft

0m

40m

80m

EVORA
Every morning we’ll wake up
and explore a different corner
of the Alentejo and its beautiful
natural landscape.
This region is renowned for its
gastronomy and unpretentious
wines.
We’ll ride is to the beautiful
walled town of Evora where we
can relax in the main square
and enjoy the locally made
almond cakes and other
specialities.

19

20

STAGE 5
CASTELO de MARVAO
60 miles | 5,100 feet
2,700ft

1,000ft

0m

30m

60m

CASTELO de MARVAO
The fifth stage is probably the
toughest but it will take us to
the stunning mountain top
castle of Marvao.
We will ride through the
wooded valleys and chestnut
groves of the Nature Park of
Sao
Mamede
which
is
dominated by the mountain
top Medieval Castle.

The spectacular panoramic
views from the summit will
form a lasting memory of the
Alentejo Grand Tour.
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STAGE 6
ALANDROAL
23 miles | 1,200 feet
1,500ft

1,000ft

0m

23m

ALANDROAL

Before packing up the bikes
we’re going to enjoy one last
morning spin through the
villages neighbouring Vila
Viçosa.
Then, after savouring the
light lunch chef will prepare
especially for you, we will
transfer you to Lisbon for
your early evening flights
back home.
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Price - £1600

The Detail

Includes

Please Note:
1.You’re Bike-Bag/Box will not be available during the
Tour
2.When Booking your Flight please note our Transfer
Pick Up and Drop-Off times
3.We advise landing 1 hour before Pick Up Times

Transfer Dates & Times:
ALENTEJO GRAND TOUR 25 – 30 May
Pick Up
Lisbon Airport 25 May at 13:00
Drop Off

5 Star Award Winning Marmoris Hotel Spa
Twin Room Sharing
Cultural Itinerary – Wine Tasting, Museums……
All Meals *
Support Vehicles | Support Riders | Professional Guides
Feed Stations | Picnics | Recovery Stations
Airport Transfers | Transfer Time approx. 1.5 hours
Kit Laundry | Secure Bike Storage
Daily Briefings
*not ordered outside of itinerary
Single Supplement - £250

Lisbon Airport 30 May at 18:00

WOMEN’S GRAND TOUR 6 – 11 October
Pick Up
Lisbon Airport 6 October at 13:00
Drop Off
Lisbon Airport 11 October at 18:00

Who Can Enter
The Alentejo Grand Tour and Women’s Grand Tour are open to all
cyclists regardless of riding style.
Each Stage is carefully designed to ensure every rider feels challenged
but not overwhelmed.
Our Tour Leaders and Guides will help you improve your cycling skills
so you return home a better and more competent cyclist.

Payment
Your place will be reserved upon completion of the entry form. We
will then forward your account invoice to be paid within 14 days by
bank transfer.
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ONE ENTIRE COUNTRY | END TO END

24

Nacional 2 travels down the
central axis of Portugal and lies at
the very heart of the country’s
cycling culture.
From the northern mountains of
Chaves, to the Atlantic south
coast and Faro, the N2 carries
every rider through a diverse
culture stretching back millennia
and through a forever changing
landscape that challenges the
senses as the much as the body.

Built in 1945, the N2 joins parts of
the Royal Road with some of the
most important Roman roads that
cross the ancient Iberian Roman
province of Lusitania.
Discover an entire country on Portugal’s legendary Nacional 2 with a
professional support team that calls Portugal home.

From rugged mountaintops to tranquil valleys cloaked in vineyards,
the N2 reveals a treasure trove of gorgeous landscapes, culture and
cuisine.
You will cycle the entire length of Portugal through the ancient towns
of Chaves, Viseu and Montemor-o-Novo on a Fully Supported, End-toEnd, 5 stage, guided cycling event.
Experience sleepy rural villages, admire the stunning landscapes of
the Alentejo, sweeping descents and fast-rolling valleys - all on
smooth, peaceful, traffic free roads.
At the end of each day, relax in our handpicked 4 and 5 Star Hotels
and selected restaurants, all owned and run by people who are
passionate about what they do - every one of them offering excellent
service and the best regional cuisine.
It’s a week that will change your outlook on cycling forever.

Thanks to the construction of alternative roads, the
N2 is almost devoid of traffic. It features regularly in
the UCI Volta Portugal and now the Nacional 2 Road
Race.
The route crosses 7 provinces, 11 districts, 29
municipalities, 4 mountains, 11 rivers and passes
through some of the most iconic cities, towns and
villages of Portugal.
Given its characteristics but despite its shorter
length, the N2 is often compared to other main
roads like the Ruta 40 in Argentina or Route 66 in
the US and has become part of an emblematic group
of mythic roads around the world.
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STAGE 1
CHAVES – VISEU
170km | 3,360m+

0

50m

110m

NORTHERN MOUNTAINS
The iconic N2 Markerstone sits proudly on
the edge of the ancient Roman town of
Chaves. It indicates the beginning of an
adventure that will take its travellers down
the entire length of this stunning country.
Each step of the way these markers will
designate the kilometres you have travelled
until, eventually, you arrive in Faro, five days
later at the N2 - 738km Markerstone.
The first climb of Col’ de Covelo introduces
you to the famous scenery of the Douro
Valley, a UNESCO World Heritage Site
unrivalled in it’s uniqueness.
The descent to the Douro River will be as
challenging as the next major climb of Col’
de Lamego (1,300m). This is a long, steady,
30 km climb with a few surprise 14% slopes.
The stage ends in the charming medieval
city of Viseu and the welcoming hospitality
of our carefully selected hotels.
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STAGE 2
VISEU - Pedrogao
157km | 2,850m+

0

50m

100m

DÃO VALLEYS
An athlete’s breakfast (specially
prepared by each hotel) will help fuel
a day of thrilling climbs and descents.
As soon as you have negotiated the
cobbled streets out of Viseu, the N2
begins to wind its way through the
villages and vineyards of the famous
Dao wine making region.
Every twist and turn of this iconic
road reveals a rural landscape of
sleepy hamlets and a diverse
patchwork of market gardens. This
stage is punctuated by Col’ de Gois,
in the foothills of Serra da Estrela. A
16km ascent through the mimosa
woods to the summit at 775m.
The exhilarating descent is as
rewarding as the climb but you’ll
need to conserve a little energy for
the final short climb to the hotel and
its spectacular view over the Cabril
Reservoir.
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STAGE 3
Pedrogao - Montargil
125km | 1,500m+

0

40m

80m

RIBATEJO
Relax by the pool in the morning and breathe in
the spectacular views from our mountain top
hotel. With a shorter 125 km stage to tackle
today, we’ll have a slightly later start time. At
this point the N2 begins its descent through the
forested slopes of the Ribatejo hills and into
the unique landscape of the Alentejo.
Although this stage is predominantly one of
descents, we still have a small climb to
challenge you with - Col’ de Geodesico marks
the very centre point of Portugal and an
indication that you have completed half of the
N2 Challenge.
From Col’ de Geodesico the N2 travels across
the River Tejo at Abrantes and into the valley of
the Tejo. There is a significant change to the
landscape as the N2 levels out with straight fast
sections speeding you to the Stage Finish at
Montargil.
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STAGE 4
Montargil – Vila Gale
162km | 1,550m+

50m

0

100m

ALENTEJO
The Alentejo is a unique landscape
featuring rolling plains, dotted
with ancient cork oak trees. A
landscape unaltered by the
modern world and the jewel of
Portugal.
In the summer temperatures
reach a scorching 45°C in
burning heat of the midday
but plummet to -5°C during
winter months.

can
the
sun
the

We will set off in the morning and
follow the N2 deep into this
sparsely populated region. The
roads are fast, straight and smooth
and, as Dr.Hutch commented,
‘devoid of traffic’.
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STAGE 5
Vila Gale - Faro
148km | 1,500m+

0

45m

90m

ALGARVE
After a relaxing stay in the heart of the
Alentejo you will be prepared for the final
stage travelling to the Algarve and the
completion of this epic Challenge.
Stage 5 delivers an unforgettable
experience set against the vast backdrop of
the south Alentejo. Some riders consider
this the most sensational Stage of the N2
Challenge.
Maybe it's the smooth, quick surface or
the deserted roads, or maybe, it's the
winding climb that takes you into the
Algarve.
Whatever your emotion, Stage 5 will
deliver an extraordinary finale to an
experience you will be talking to your
friends about for years to come.
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The Detail
Please Note:

Price - £1150
Includes

1.You’re Bike-Bag/Box will not be available during the Tour
2.When Booking your Flight please note our Transfer Pick Up
and Drop-Off times
3.We advise landing 1 hour before Pick Up Times

Transfer Dates & Times:

N2 CHALLENGE 18 – 24 May

All 4 and 5 Star Accommodation
Twin Room Sharing
All Meals *
Support Vehicles | Support Riders | Professional Guides
Feed Stations | Recovery Stations
Airport Transfers | Transfer Time approx. 2.5 hours
Kit Laundry | Secure Bike Storage
Daily Briefings
*not ordered outside of itinerary

Only one item of baggage per person please.
Pick Up

Porto Airport 18 May at 14:00
Drop Off
Faro Airport 24 May at 08:00 to 12:00

Single Supplement - £200

Who Can Enter
The N2 Challenge is open to all cyclists regardless of riding style. Our
Tour Leaders, Guides and Support Riders will be with you every mile
with words of encouragement or even a helpful push up a difficult
climb.
And if you’ve got nothing left in the tank, we’ll always welcome your
company in the Broom Wagon whilst you recover for the next day.

N2 CHALLENGE 7 – 13 September
Only one item of baggage per person please
Pick Up
Porto Airport 7 September at 14:00
Drop Off

Payment
Your place will be reserved upon completion of the entry form. We
will then forward your account invoice to be paid within 14 days by
bank transfer.

Faro Airport 13 September at 08:00 to 12:00
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